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from the' preſs, in conſequence of the requeſt of a number 


of the congregation to which it was delivered. The author 
is happy that the fentiments it contains fo generally accord 
with the ſentiments of this ſociety. It has often been 2 
ſource of high ſatisfaction to him, to remark the fingular 
harmony which has been conſpicuous in their attachment to 
civil and religious liberty. The friends of freedom and of 
man; they have not narrewed' their feelings to the limits 
of the ſpot they inhabit ; but in the ſpirit of our þenevo- 
lent religion, have ſympathized with the diſtreſſed of every 
country, and fervently united in public thankſgiving to Al- 
mighty Gop, when nations, long * have ſucceſs- 
fully aſſerted their rights. = 


May: the recollection of the bleflings ha enjoy, leave 
No heart untouched ; and excite te that religious improve. 
ment, which is the objekt of the following diſcourſe. It is 

now inſcribed to this congregation as a memorial of their 
| fervice ; and of the paſtoral and brotherly affec- 
Fo” 8 5 


BETS ia} ett e 4ts bot nE AUTHOR, 


Thanksgiving Sermon, 
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 OnLy YEAR THE IORD, AND SERVE HIM IN TRUTH 


WITH ALL YOUR HEART: FOR CONSIDER HOW 
CREAT THINGS HE HATH | DONE FOR vou. 


EING aſſembled to unite in offering 
to the Lon D OUR Kine the tribute of 
thankſgiving for the great things which he hath done 
for us; it will ſurely be the ingenuous language of 
every heart“ What ſhall we e render co the LorD 
for all his benefits?“ 


Sexs1BLE, my brethren, to the great national bleſ- 


ſings, with which this happy country is diſtinguiſhed, 


and realizing, with you, innumerable perſonal favors; 


my heart exults in the genera] joy, and feelingly re- 


134 


peats the inquiry—what ſhall we render to the Loa 
for all his benefits? 


1 
| Tae 


6 


A —— 


Trex anſwer is before us in the. hn choſen” for 
the preſent occaſion. While it calls us to commem- 
orate the great things which Gop hath done for us, 
ir inſtructs us in the rational and conſiſtent expreſſions 
of gratitude to our ſupreme BENEFACTOR, the homage 
of the heart and obedience reſulting) 11375 * fear 
which is ever united with love. 


Tae text is part of the addreſs of * to Iſ- 
rael, when they had deſired a change in their govern- 
ment, and Gop had granted their requeſt. It was 
not however with particular reference to this change, 
that Samuel reminds Iſrael of the great things which 
Gop had done for them. For it appears, that the 
change aroſe from the wicked ambition of the people 
who wantonly defired a king that they might be like 
other nations, when the Lorp their Gop was their 
king. Doubtleſs the people now poſſeſſing the ob- 
ject of their wiſhes, numbered this among the great 
things which Gop had done for them: Though it ap- 
pears that he © gave them a king in his anger.“ In- 
deed from the whole account of this tranſaction, it is 
evident that the fame may be ſaid of the introduction 
of kings, as was faid by CHRIST reſpecting the law of 
Moſes in caſes of divorce, © Becauſe of the hardneſs 
of their hearts he ſuffered it; but from the beginning 
it was not ſo. - 


I ſupport of theſe verizon; it is is neceſſary that 
we attend more particularly to the account given us 
1 Sam. viii. chap. The elders of Iſrael having ap- 
plied to Samuel, reque ing to have a king to judge 
them like all the nati s, he is diſpleaſed "and prays 
unto the LoD. He is directed to liſten to their re- 
118 in all that they ſay; yet, to proteſt folemaly againft 
it, as involving them in certain miſery. © And Sam- 


e del told all the words of the Lox p unto the 95 | 
| cc L 1 


Matt. xix. . 


7 
© that'aſked of him a king: And he ſaid, this will be 
ec the-manner of the king that ſhall reign over you: 
te he will take your ſons, and appoint them for himſelf, 
& for his chariots, and to be his horſemen, and ſome 
ſhall run before his chariots. And he will appoint 
e him captains over thouſands, and captains over fif- 
<« ties; and will ſet them to ear his ground, and to reap 
© his harveſt, and to make his inſtruments of war, and 
e inſtruments of his chariots. And he will take your 
ce daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and 
* to be bakers. And he will take your fields, and your 
e vineyards, and your olive-yards, even the beſt of _ 
ee them, and give them to his ſervants. And he will 
e take the tenth e ſeed, and of your vineyards, 
cc and give them to his officers, and to his ſervants. 
©« And he will take your men- ſervants, and your maid- 
<« ſervants, and your goodlieſt young men, and your 
« aſſes and put them to his work. He will take the 
ce tenth of your ſheep ; and ye ſhall be his ſervants. 
« And ye thall cry out that day, becauſe of your king 
S which ye ſhall have choſen you: and the Lord will 
& not hear you in that day. Nevertheleſs, the people 
te refuſed to obey the voice of Samuel; and they ſaid, 
* nay, but we will have a king over us; that we alſo 
© may be like all the nations, and that our king may 
judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.” 


Leavin this faithful picture of hereditary mon- 
archy for your future contemplation ; 


'I prRocEED to conſider the obſervations immedi- 
_ ately connected with the text, many of which are pe- 
culiarly adapted to the preſent occaſion.— That they 
may not forget that the Loxo their God is their ſupreme 
Governor; and that they and their king are his ſubjects 
and muſt obey him; and at the ſame time to reptove 
them for their ingratitude, Samuel ceminds them of the 
TOTS bleſſings 


8 | 
bleſſings which they had enjoyed under the immediate 
government of God; and of his righteouſneſs when he 


viſited them for diſobedience, 


neſs to continue faithful in his ſervice, — 


them. It is he, who advanced Moſes and Aaron to 
be the leaders of the people, and brought forth your 
fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell in this 
place. When they forgat the Loxo their Gc p, they 
were ſubjected to the deſolations of war, and ſold 
as captives into the hands of their enemies. Upon 
their repentance the Logp heard their cry, and deli- 


5 vered them, and gave them happy days. He deli- 


vered you out of ibe hands of your enemies, on every 
fide, and ye dwelled ſafe. Now you have deſired to 


have a king, and Gop hath granted your requeſt.— 
$7 e Bebeld 


\ 
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— 


Behold the king whom ye ba ve choſen, and whom the. 


Lord hath ſet over you. Ae 

T ravx ſolemnly warned you, in the name of the 
LorD, of the evils of the monarchy which you have 
_ choſen; and thus reproved your folly in ſacrificing. 
your happineſs to a deſire of being like other nations. 
I now aſſure you by a ſign from heaven, of your wick 
edneſs as well as folly. Is it not wheat-barveſt to- 
day? I will call unte the Lorp, and he ſhall ſend + 
' thunder and rain; that ye may perceive and ſee that 
your wickedneſs is great which. you have done in the 
fight of the Lon, in aſking you a king, 


*  THinx not, that though you have thus virtually. 
rejected the government of Gop, he will relinquiſh. 
his right of dominion over you, for the Loxn will 
not forſake bis people, for his great name's ſaxe. If ye. 
will fear the Lok and ſer ve him, and obey bis voice, 
you ſhall yet be proſperous and happy, as far as will 
conſiſt with the evils of a royal government which you 
have choſen. Samuel, as a virtuous and faithful pa- 
triot, now cloſes his addreſs with ſetting before his 
country the path of ſafety and happineſs, warning 
them of the miſery which would follow from a con- 
trary courſe. Only fear the Lorp, and ſerve bim 
in truth: for confider how great things he hath done 
far you. But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be. 
conſumed, both ye and your king. | | ö 


Is the text, in the above connexion, was pertinent. 
to the ſtate of Iſrael, notwithſtanding the unbappy, 
ehange in their government, as this originated from 
their own folly ; with peculiar energy may this paſſage. 
of ſcripture be applied to the happy ſtate of our coun- 
try, in the review of the great things which Gop hath; 
done for us; and experiencing the bleſſings reſulting, - 
from the change in our government in which we have. 

1 e reverſed 


10 

2 „ | ; . | | | : | 
reverſed the conduct of Iſrael, in not deſiring but re- 
jecting a king. ee eee 


Mv deſign is to avail myſelf of this part of the 
religious and patriotic addreſs of Samuel te Iſrael, 
as adapted to the duties of a day of public Thankſ- 


giving, leading us to conſider the bleſſings which'we 


gratefully commemorate, as a motive to “ fear the 
Loxv and ſerve Him in truth with all our hearts.“ 


Tuns fear of Gop is often, in fcripture, put for 
the whole of religion. As:Gop is the great object 
whom we contemplate in every exerciſe. of religion, 
fear as well as love will have a place in ovr hearts. 
In the obedience, which it diftates, we indeed 
ſerve a Benefactor whom we love; but beholding 


him as he is, © glorious in holineſs,” and of infinite 
_ majeſty, who ſhall not fear before him? We feel 


our wants and are encouraged to © come boldly unto 
the throne of grace; but our boldneſs is reverence _ 
and humility when we conſider what we are. De- 
pendent on mercy alone, we bow as ſupplicants be- 
fore ©* hirh who heareth prayer.“ Far from boldly 
making'a demand, when we have nothing to ſupport 
the claim, we lift up our faces and our guilt cover- 
eth us; we make ſupplication and fay, © Gop be 
merciful to me @ ſinner.” Do we behold him as a 

parent, the Father of mercies ? Yet we may not for- 

get that he is our King and our Judge: We ſtand in 
awe and fear before him. “Thus ſaith the Lord to 
this man will IJ look, even to him that is poor and of a 
contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my word.” May we 
now look up with hope? Les; with a full aſſurance of 
faith : for a Redeemer hath come to Zion, and opened 
the gates of falvation. Ye that enter in, lift up your 


heads with joy: for in the Lord Jehovah is our ſtrength 


and ſalvation. Yet © rejoice with trembling :” for 


God is greatly to be feared in the aſſembly of the 


ſaints; 


17 
ſaints; and to be had in reverence of all them that 
are about him.“ | 2 817 


. Hence, we may obſerve, that the fear of the 
Lon, inculcated in the text, is that of a child who 
has once offended; yet loving his parent, fears a re- 
newal of his diſpleaſure. The ſervant who dreads his 
maſter's preſence, will maintain only an appearance of 
ſubjection and obedience. But the fear of a child is 
combined with love; and obedience, flowing from 
theſe principles, is in truth; and not in appearance on- 
ly. This is the fear mentioned in the text; as it is 
connected with ſerving the Lord in truth with all 
our heart; and as it is enforced by the endearing 
conſideration of his fatherly goodneſs: ** for conſider 
how great things he hath done for you.“ 


1 A-BELIEP in the exiſtence of a God, and that we 
are his creatures, will neceſſarily lead io acknowledge 
our obligation to obey him as our rightful Sovereign; 
and receiving, from his providence the fruits of good- 
neſs; [gratitude to our Benefactor enhances the debt 
of | obedience. 5% HD) 10 E ate | 8. 

SS: 6218 | FE OE 5 ; r 5 , FT + 
Is this view, we obſerve the propriety of inculca- 
ting as a duty, to fear the Lord, and {ſerve him in 
truth; from the conſideration of the great things he 
hath done for us. Authority united with wiſdom and 
goodneſs conſtitute a perfect ruler, and leave the ſub- 
ect without excuſe: for diſobedience. There is a ma- 
jeſty in goodneſs which we cannot but vencrate; and, 
when viewed in the divine character, its natural effect, 
is to lead us to ſerve. him with reverence and godly 
fear. Wherefore, my brethren, we receiving a 
kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, 
whereby we may ſerve Gop acceptably, with rever- 
ence and godly fear.” 3 2: e 


GoopNess 
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. Goopxss is x moſt powerful motive; which ap- 
| & a to the ſenſibility of man. It cannot but awa- 
en ſhame and remorſe in an ingenuous mind, to re- 


fie upon requitihg the kindneſs of our greateſt Ben- 
efactor with diſaffection and oppoſition to his rightfut 
authority: It indeed argues a more than brutiſn ſtu- 


pidity, when the heart is proof againſt the impreſſions 
of goodneſs. From many of the inferior animals; 
man may learn gratitule. e 


Taz diſobedience of creatures, who are capable 
of diſcerning the hand which miniſters to their wants; 
and are loaded with the bounties of their Creator, is 
awfully aggravated. Such are guilty of a twofold 
erime. To the fin of rebellion againſt their Gop, 
they add ingratitude to their benefactor. In the diſ- 
ingenuous perverſion of his gifts to criminal indul- 


4 


gence, they fruſtrate the deſigns of infinite bene vo- 


» 


lence, which ſeeks to endear his Maker to man, and 
lead the diſobedient to repentance. 

: THz apoſtle declares this to be the rational and na- | 
tural influence of the bleſſings of heaven, denouncing 


an aggravated condemnation, if we counteract the be- 


nevolent deſign. Or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of 
his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long ſuffering : 
not knowing that the goodneſs of Gon leadeth thee 


to repentance? But after thy hardneſs: and impenitent 


heart, treaſureſt up unto thyſelf wrath. againſt the day 


of wrath; and revelation of the [righteous judgment | 


** 3 * 1 3 » | 
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Wax the goodneſs of God, which ſhould inſure 
obedience to his laws, is thus perverted, as only af- 
fording means for the indulgence of paſſions which 
axe oppoſed to the happineſs of his creatures and the 
honor of his government; it is a crime ſo full of ma- 

A Hs Üignity 
Rom. ii. 4, 5 | 


lignity, that he ſpeaks as if at a loſs how to pardon, or 
how to puniſh it. How ſhall I pardon thee for 
this? Thy children have forſaken me, and ſworn by 
them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the 
full, then they committed adultery, and aſſembled 
themſel ves by troops in the harlot's houſes. -- -- Shall. 
I not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the Lord; and ſhall 
not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? 


No my brethren, we are prepared to conſider 
the great things which God hath done for us. And, 
will not every faithful citizen of the United States, feel 
the energy of piety and patriotiſm, when addreſſed in 

| the language of Samuel Only fear the Lozp and 
erve him in truth with all your heart: for, conſider. 
how great things he hath done for you.” You obſerve 


2 the juſtneſs of the argument drawn from the conſider- 


ation of the divine goodneſs, to inculcate as a duty, to 
fear the Loxp and ſerve him with a pure heart. — 
Permit me to add, this is an abſolute and unceaſing 
obligation, abſtracted from the conſideration of the 


benefits we receive. To him as our Creator and Lox o, 


ve owe the ſervice which he may require, even ſhould 

he withhold every gift, excepting the powers neceſſary - 
to fulfil his pleaſure. But, by his mercies he hath 
multiplied our obligations, and now awaits our homage 
and obedienee, as due to his high authority, and as the 
debt of gratitude to our Bene factor. 


4 : To cenkide the divine goodneſs, and feel its influ- 


ence upon our hearts, is a duty, never unſeaſonable ; 


but peculiarly adapted to this day appointed to of- 
fer praiſe to God, for public and perſonal bleſſings. 
Now therefore fland ſtill, that I may reaſon with yon 
4e fore the Lon D, of the wonders which be bath wrought 
for us. Muſt I call back former generations to 4 


h * Jerem, V, = 


14 
the mighty acts of the Loxp ? Shall the days of our 
' Fathers ſpeak ? Their dangers, their conflicts and their 
deliverances we have often heard. The LoRx D was 
their deliverer, be mighty God of Jacob was their rock. 
Their God hath been our God, the LoRD of Hoſts is 
his name. eee 25 1 5 7 re 


Ir we confine our attention to the eventful period 
of the preſent generation, we are ſoon loſt in the nu- 
merous and great occurrences, on which reſted the ex- 
iſtence of our freedom and happineſs. I may not at- 
tempt to recount them. Yet, here we may obſerve 
conſequences, far more important than were contem-' 
plated, which have followed the triumph of liberty in 
AMERICA, W 5 a | 


TDax armies of France, ſharing in our dangers, and 
triumphing in our ſucceſs, ſaw the bleſſing of juſt and 
equal laws, and panted for our happineſs. Their na- 
tion, having long groaned under the oppreſſions of a 
government which was independent of the people, at 
lengtk burſt the chains which enſlaved them, declar- 
ing — W ARE FREE, our rulers ſhall proceed from 
aurſelves. In ſupporting this declaration, ſevere has 
been the conflict. A powerful confederacy of the 
higher orders, whom they had reduced to the rank of 
citizens, joined to a moſt powerful combination of 
deſpots, ned to reſtore monarchy and dictate 
a government to freemen, has produced a ſcene of 
blood, at which humanity revolts. We have to lament 
the violent and ſanguinary meaſures of parties which, 
until lately, prevailed within the republic, and ſullied 
the cauſe of liberty. But how can we ſufficiently ex- 
ecrate the far more ſanguinary meaſures of this unjuſt 
conſpiracy of kings, which have ſacrificed tens, may 1 
not ſay hundreds of thouſands at the ſhrine 8 


| 15 

tiſm ?* ©« Surely there is a God who judgeth in the 
earth ;''— Yea, he hath vindicated the cauſe of the op- 
preſſed and humbled the pride of the mighty: the Re- 
| ara triumphs, and their oppreſſors flee on every (ide, 
oaded with infamy and panic- ſtruck by defeats. — 
« Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? Who 
can ſhew forth all his praiſe ? 


Tus influence of liberty has alſo extended to Po- 
and. This nation long oppreſſed, and recently ſuſ- 
taining intolerable injuries tom the uſurpation of the 
- crowned —_— the North, have riſen with one 

conſent in oppoſiuon to theſe uſurpers, and are now 
hazarding their alhin vindication of their rights. The 
principal agent in their revolution, who is the Leader 
of their armies, was actively engaged in our cauſe, in 
the late war, T Here he was confirmed in the princi- 
ples of liberty, endured its toils, and learned to con- 
quer in its defence. His late ſucceſſes, encourage the 


— pleaſing 


ne; Tur author cannot better expreſs his ſentiments, reſpeR- 

ing the preſent unjuſt combinations againſt France, than in the 

following extract from a poem on Death, written by Dr, Porte» 
us, Lord Biſhop of London, 

T 6 Ox E murder makes a villain, 

Millions a hero.— Princes were privileg'd 
To ki, and numbers ſanctified the crime. 

Ah! why will lings forget that they are men P + , 
And men that they are brethren ? why delight 4 
In human ſacrifice ? why burſt the ties 

Of nature, that ſhould knit their fouls together 
In one ſoft bond of amity and love ? 

Vet till they breathe defiruRion, {till go on 
Inhumanly ingenious to find out 
New pains for life, new terrors for the grave, 

Artificers of death! Still, Monarchs dream 

Of univerſal empire growing up 
From univerſal ruin.— Blaſt the deſign, UTE 
Great God of Hoſts, nor let thy creatures fall , 
Unpitied victims at Aus ITIox's ſhrine !” LR 


+ Emyress of Ruſſia, King of Pruſſia, and Emperer of 


Germany, | 
t Koscrvsxo, Generaliſſimo of Poland, 
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pleaſing expectation, that the preſent age will be dif. 
tinguiſnhed by another DELIVEXIR Or His COUNTRY 
a country whoſe injuries and oppreſſions have excited 
the indignant commiſerations of diſtant nations. 


© AnT1c1ePaTING the happy influence of liberty thus 
extending to other nations, let us gratefully realize the 
bleſſings it has conferred on our own. For the Lorp 
bath done great things for us ; whereof we are glad. 
In reminding you of them, I know not where to be+ 
gin nor where to end the long detail.—National and 
perſonal fayors rife to my view, my tongue faulters in 
attempting to recount them. But my heart, exulting 
at the view of our preſent national glory and happi- 
neſs, exclaims—My CounTxy 1s FREE! Her chief 
Magiſtrate is our fellow citizen, and her inhabitants 
are brethren. Here are no haughty nobles, affecting 
dignity from an empty title; yet TRAMPLING ON RE- 
AL DIGNITY, THE RIGHTS OF MEN, Here we are not 
ſubjected to a lordly prieſtbaod, advancing dogmas as 
divine truth, on the ground of their divine commiſſi- 
on; and demanding under the ſacred name of religi- 
dn, the tenths of our produce, devoted to foſter their 
pride, and ſupport their impious domination over the 
conſciences of men. To complete the triumph of 

Tux following extract from Judge Blackſtone's Commen- 
taries, will ſhew the nature and extent of the tithes collected in 
England for the ſupport of the church eſtabliſhed by law. 

«* Tiruzs are defined to be the tenth part of the increaſe 
yearly ariſing and renewing from the profits of lands, the ſtock 
upon lands, and the perſonal induſtry of the inhabitants: the 
firſt ſpecies being uſually called predial, as of corn, grals, hops 
and woed : the ſecand mixes, as of wool, milk, &c. conſiſting 
of natural products; but nurtured and preſerved in part by the 
care of man, and of theſe the tenth muſt be paid in groſs : the 
third perſonal, as of manual occupations; trades, fiſheries and the 
like; and of theſe only the tenth part of clear gains and . 

Fx ow the ſame writer it appears that, in the conſtruttion of 
the Engliſh law, tithes are due of common right, unleſs by ſpe- 
cial exemption, to the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church : _ 16 
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Nberty and my country, the act which declared the 
UNITED STATES free and independent; by © @ ſolemn 
appeal to Heaven, virtually declared, GOD 18 
OUR ONLY KING. Yes, my beloved brethren, 
we have no King but God :—fear the LORD, and 
render the homage which is due, 70 Him alone. 


MenTioninGs the declaration of Independence, we 
are naturally led to contemplate our preſent proſperity 
and peace, as detached from that nation with which 
we were once united. Happy are we, indeed, in this 
ſeparation ; as it reſeues us from tyranny, from the 
endleſs wars of ambition, and from a national debr 
which almoſt ſurpaſſes calculation, inſuring an awful 
convulſion and certain ruin.“ There are however, a 
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the payment of them is withholden, their value may be recov- 
ered in the eccleſiaſtical courts before a fingle judge without 
jury. Though, if the right to withhold, ratizer than the fact of 
non-payment be in diſpute, the cauſe may be removed into the 
temporal courts, ' And by a ftatute of Edward VI. it is enacted, 
„ That if any perſon ſhall —_— his predial tithes. viz. of 
corn, hay and the like, before the tenth pait is duly ſet forth, or 
agreement made with the proprietor, he ſhall forfeit double the 
value of the tithes ſo ſubtracted or withheld,” | | 
A very able writer upon the ſubject of revenue, ſtates, © that 
upon the rents of rich lands, the tithe may ſometimes be a tax 
of no more than one fifth, or four ſhillings in the pound: where- 
as upon that of poorer lands it may ſometimes be a tax of one 
Half, or ten ſhillings on the pound,” He adds, “the tithe as it 
is frequently a very unequal tax, ſo it is always a great diſcour- 
agement both to the improvements of the landlord and to the 
cultivation of the farmer. The one cannot venture to make the 
moſt important, which are generallythe moſt expenſive improve. 
ments ; nor the other to raiſe the moſt valuable, which are gene- 
rally toe the moſt expenſive crops; when the church, which lays 
out no part of the expence, is to ſhare ſo very largely in the pro- 
mg” ; | Smith's Wealth of Nations, 
The amount of the revenues of the church, collected princi- 
pally from the tenths, appears not to have been publicly aſcertain» | 
ed; but it is ſuppoled, is not ſhort of Three Milhons fterling. 


7 Taz national debt of Great-Britain, is upwards of Tuzzs | 


— 


few who ſhare in our bleſſings, yet are inſenſible to 
their value. Ever looking back to Egypt, even from 
the promiſed land, they declaim upon the ſuperior ex- 
cellency of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and the happineſs 
of the people under it. It is difficult to diſcern ex- 
cellencies in a form of government which is obſcured 
by a principle, ſubverſive of the equal rights of the 
people. Such is the fundamental principle of that 
Conſtitution, which depreſſes the people by elevating 
certain families, and ſecuring to their deſcendants the 
power and rank of kings and nobles. To prefer this, 
when compared with the GREAT CHARTER of our 
Freedom, is to ſpurn at the ſubſtance and catch at the 
ſhadow of liberty.“ The boaſted happineſs of the 
RS Ti di. | people, 
Hy N DIED MIILIOxs ſterling, The intereſt of their immenſe 
debt, with the ſupport of the officers of government, ſecret ſer- 
vice money, &c. &c. require yearly taxes, amounting to up- 


wards of SEVEN TEEN Millions ſterling, 


* Though there may be excellencies in the Engliſh Conſtitu- 
tion, on paper, we can conſider it only as adminiſtered in the 
national government. Splendid theories alone, cannot be ac- 
knowledged the real Conſtitution of a nation. | 

The government of Great Britain admits of no other definition 
than an abſolute monarchy, The king, in addition to the powers 
of the chief executive, poſſeſſes an ab/olute controul over the 
legiſlation ; as, by refuſing his aſſent, no att of parliament can 
become a law of the realm, He is not, however, obliged to exert 
this high prerogative, to accommodate the public meaſures to 
his purpoſes, By the diſtribution of numerous penfions, and 
exerciſing the excluſive right of appointing to the moſt lucrative 
and honorable offices in the ſtate, the church and the army, he 
acquires an influence; which, aided by a large ſtanding army, is 
too powerful to be checked by any conſtitutional proviſion in 
favor of the rights of the people, 25 

The formation of the houſe of Commons under a corrupt 
ſyſtem of repreſentation, renders it the moſt formidable engine 
of deſpotic power, It conſiſts of 558 members, of which 313 
nommally repreſent the counties and boroughsof England. The 
repreſentatives of boroughs conſtitute a majority of the whole 
repreſentation, —Many large populous towns are not repreſent- 
ed: and in moſt of the boroughs a very ſmall proportion of the 
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people, under ſuch a government, we cannot envy; 
but muſt ardently hope that we may never realize it 
as our portion, | | 


Wr are happy; for we are free. The ſecurity of 
perſonal liberty and property, conſtitutes the riches of 
our inheritance. Here, human rights are not ſubjec- 
red to the arbitrary will of a man, or a body of men. 
The conſtitution and the Jaws reign, and none are rai- 
ſed above their influence or authority. Happy nati- 
on! Only fear the Lorp and ſerve him in truth 
with all your heart: for conſider how great things he 
hath done for you.” 


In tracing the progreſs of national proſperity which 
invites our religious gratitude and obedience ; it might 
be ſuppoſed that I would not introduce thoſe appar- 

i ently 


inhabitants are electors. Hence it is obvious, that the king may 
eaſily ſecure the eleftion of thoſe who will be entirely devoted 
to his intereſt, and command a decided majority in the Houſe of 
Commons, Thus this boaſted barrier againſt the encroachments 
of the monarchy, while it has lulled the people into a ſtate of . 
Imaginary ſecurity, has opened an eaſy aceels to the uſurpations 
of the erown ; and left them only the miferable conſolation, 
that they are © conftitutionally enſlaved,” | 
Arbitrary power, under the forms of a free government, is a 
tyranny molt to be dreaded ; as, by preſerving the name and, 
appearance of liberty, it blinds the nation to their real ftate; and, 
without hazard, rivets the chains of ſlavery, by denouncing as 
enemies to their © exce{lent Conflitution,” all who attempt te en- 
lighten the people and effett a reform in the government. This 
has deen ſtrikingly veriſied in the Star Chamber proſecutions of 
the celebrated Mix, MAR AR Or, &c. merely for ſtating the, 
oppreſſions of the government, and advocating a reform. The 
author conceived it neceſſary to annex this elucidation of his | 
general remarks upon ke Engliſh Conſtitution ; more fully to | ; 
guard againſt the influence of inſinuations, which tend, by a ſal- | 
lacious repreſentation ef that which only afeds the name of lib- 
erty, to leſſen our eſtimation of the bleſſings we have gained, 
. „ *Tis the worſt of ſlavery, | 


f Tamely to bend our necks beneath the yoke 
And ſuffer fraud to talk us out of freedom.“ 


ently unpropitious events, the Indian war, on our fron- 
tiers, and the late igſurrection in oppoſition to the 
laws, in the weſtern counties of Pennſylvania. Though, 
abſolutely conſidered, theſe are painful occurrences ; 
yet, from their effects we muſt infer: This alſo 
cometh from the Loxp of hoſts, who is wonderful in 
counlel, and excellent in working,“ doing great things 
for us. 


Tur war on our frontiers has been attended with 
repeated defeats : by which we have been taught, not 
to confide in the diſcipline and proweſs of our troops; 
but to © remember the name of the Loxp of hoſts.” 
Thus were we prepared for the late ſignal ſucceſs :* 
in which, while; o juſtice to the military ſkill of 
our General, a rhe ator of his army, we will grate- 
fully acknowledge that the right hand of the Mos 
Hin hath © gotten us the victory.“ While we thus 
celebrate the joys of victory over our avowed enemies, 
we muſt alſo notice another event, not leſs intereſting, 
which has reſulted from the war. It has developed the 
inſidious deſigns of our pretended friends; and im- 
preſſed a conviction of the neceſſity of firmer barriers 
apainſt encroachments, than the unmeaning profeſſions 
of courts. T We now ſenſibly feel the importance of 
poſſeſſing our ſtrong poſts, which have been ſo long 
vnjuſtly detained from us in direct violation of a ſo- 


lemn treaty. 


Tx inſurrection has diſcovered the firmneſs and 
energy of our national government. And the prompt 
obedience of the militia, who, at the call of the Exe- 
cutive, encountered the toils of a long and tedious 
| march, 


Fux deciſive victory obtained by the army under Major 
General Wayne, over the combined tribes of Indians, in a gen- 
eral action near the rapids of the Miamis, Auguſt 20, 1794. 


t Quirquid id eft, timeo Danaos, et dona ferentes. Virg. 


march, to exhibit to the refractorv counties, an exam- 
ple of ſubordination, and to enforce obedience to the 
Jaws, affords a pleaſing proof that the great body of 
the people are too wile to be duped by popular facti- 
ons; and too diſcerning to promiſe themſelves the 
bleſſings of equal liberty, by ſubjecting the national 
will, expreſſed by their repreſentatives, to the.controul 
of a licentious minority. The inſurrection no longer 
exiſts, The nation and the law have triumphed, and, 
it is to be hoped, will carry conviction that oppoſition 
ro the laws, in a free government, is a crime which 
liberty cannot tolerate, | 


Ix reviewing theſe events, our attention 
ibly drawn to the man greatly beloved, who, alter ha- 
ving led our armies to victory and peace, afkeq as his 
only reward, that his country would preſerve her lib- 
erty; and permit him to retire and ſhare in its bleſ- 
ſings.— In an intereſting criſis of our affairs, the inde- 
lible remembrance of his faithful ſervices, directed ev- 
ery heart to him, as the reſource of public ſafety.— 
The unanimous voice of his country again calls him 
forth, to complete the labors of the patriot in the high- 
eſt office of the Republic, —an office, which a crown- 
ed head would diſhonor ; but is dignified by the un- 
aſſuming merit of a fellow-citizen. Behold the man! 
Ever attentive to the claims of freedom, he relinquiſh- 
es his beloved retirement, and engages in the ardu- 
ous taſk of government, amidſt the dangers of popu- 
lar jealoufies and diſappointed ambition. Great in the 
cabinet as in the field : we have ſeen the glory of the 
ce greateſt General in the world,” acquire an increaſing 
luſtre in the character of firſt Magiſtrate of a Re- 


public. 


Wr have witneſſed his perſeverirg vigilance and 
unremitted labors, in a long courſe of official duties. 
ThE 4 s But 
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But the late inſurrection has exhibited the moſt trying 
ſcene in his adminiſtration, and juſtified the confidence 
of his country. Faithful to his public engagement, 
he ſeverely experienced the burdens of office: yet was 
more ſenſible to the wounds of liberty, in the diſhon- 
or of her cauſe. After having in vain endeavored, 
by conciliatory meaſures, to reclaim the deluded, and 
convince the leaders of their danger; he ſucceſsfully, 
yet with reluctance, exerts the high-toned nerve of 
government, in the military aid of her faithful citizens. 
— Forgetting that he had grown old in the ſervice of 
his country, he animates the patriotic army with his 
preſence : ſubmitring to a toilſome journey into the re- 
mote and diſaffected parts of the union; that, from. 
perſonal obſervation, he might ſucceſsfully direct the 
plan of military operations to their ultimate object. 


* Wirn thanks to Heaven, we behold him retur- 
ned to the office of peace, and meeting the national 
Legiſlature, with an addreſs in which we ſee the un- 
affected patriot, the veteran general, the faithful ma- 
iſtrate, and the sxRvanTor THE Mosr HI Gop. 
t us, my brethren, expreſs our thankſgiving to God, 
for the ſingular bleſſing we enjoy in this firſt of men, 
© by reiterating for him, his prayer for his country. © Im- 
" ploring the SUPREME RULER of nations to ſpread 
his holy protection over” him; and © turn the mach- 
inations of the wicked” to the profperity and glory of 
his adminiſtration. VirTvovs CiTizan.! May the 


GOD of Abraham be thy ſhield, and thy high reward. 


Wurrx we conſider the great things which God 
hath done for us, in our deliverance from bondage, 
and in the eſtabliſnment of our civil rigkts ; we can- 
not but be deeply ſenſible to our ineſtimable privile- 
ges, in the enjoyment of religious liberty, and the ſe- 
curity of the rights of conſcience. Here the members 
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of every religious denomination, while they do not 
diſturb the peace of the community, nor infringe upon 
the rights of others, are equally under the protection 


of the laws. No one is ſuffered to diate articles of 


faith to another ; or controul his conſcience in the 
worſhip of God. Here truth, neither aſking, nor re- 
quiring foreign aid, awaits your unbiaſſed reſearches. 
Stand faſt, brethren, in the liberty wherewith' you 
'are made free, and be not entangled with the yoke of 


bondage.” © Only uſe not liberty for an occaſion 10 


che fleſh'; but by love ſerve one another. 


„ O s$1inc unto the Lony w ſong ; for he 
| hath done marvellous things: this is known in all the 
earth. —“ All the ends of the earth ſhall ſee the ſal- 
vation of our God.“ - Serve the Logp with glad- 
neſs: come before his preſence with ſinging.” “ Sing 
_ unto the Lord with the harp, and the voice of a pſalm. 
With trumpets and ſound of. cornet, make a joyful 
noiſe before the Lord our King.“ Bleſs our God, O 
ye, his people. Praiſe the Lox D, O my foul.” 


Havine aſſiſted you in the recollection of thoſe 
great things, which the Logp hath done for the nati- 
on; IJ cannot lead you to a more intereſting view of 


divine goodneſs in the concerns of this life, though I 


ſhould call vour attention to perſonal and family bleſ- 
fings: As thoſe which have been conſidered, though 
public and national, involve the general felicity, and 
the higheſt intereſts of individuals. 


Yer we muſt deſcend, and not forget inferior bleſ- 
fings : for they declare the goodneſs of the Logp ; and 
are to be received with thankſgiving. The earth hath 


yielded her increaſe. Though the early harveſt was 


greatly diminiſhed ; yet, in the latter harveſt, the 
 Lorp\hath remembered the wants of his creatures; 


* filling\our hearts with food and gladneſs.”——Peſ- 
| | tilential 
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. virial ſickneſs has prevailed i in ſome places: *'Yer, 

with all the deſolations it has made, the number of 
our dead is not equal do that of former years. —The 

| extraordinary degree of health in this city, demands 

8 our grateful te collection. It has, indeed, been ſuch, 

and fo long continued, even for years, as almoſt fur- 

* Paſſes credibility» Loud is the voice of health. Let 

vs give it the utterance of our hearts, in the reaſona- 
| bie ſervice, we owe our PRESERVER, _ 
f Go, my brethren, viſit your families, and rejoice 
in the mexeies of our God. Amjdſt domeſtic endear- 
ments, and enjoying the tender u of your be- 
Joved families, behold © your houſes ſafe from fear, 
neither is the rod of God upon them.“ Let not this 
be the proſperity of the wicked. — Only fear the Lok p, 
2 ſerve bim in truth: for conſider how great things 
"I" be bath done for Joh, Let all the people ſay, —— 


* 


AMEN. 
®* Baltimore and N ew-Haveti; | 
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